
Tips for Shooting Your First Roll of Film Using Manual Mode 
 

● Aperture: the smaller the number, the larger the aperture, and the more light gets in the 
camera.  

○ f/4 is a large aperture good for scenes with less light. f/22 is a small aperture, 
good for scenes that are very bright 
 

● Shutter speed: the smaller the bottom number of the fraction, the slower the shutter 
speed, and the more light gets in the camera  

○ 1/60 is a the slowest shutter speed you can use without a tripod to keep from 
getting a blurry or shakey photo 
 

● Take photos of a scene with plenty of light.  
 

● If shooting outdoors during the day use “Sunny 16” chart 
○ Shutter speed will be 1/500 since you are using ISO 400 film  

 
● If shooting indoors, try to find a place with a lot of natural light from windows.  

○ Use the largest possible aperture indoors (at least f/4) 
○ Use a shutter speed below 1/250.  
○ Do not use a shutter speed slower than 1/60  

 
● Use your camera’s light meter to help you decide the appropriate settings. Look through 

the lens and push the shutter button halfway to see the light meter reading. If the 
flashing green dots are not near the middle of the meter, change your settings until they 
move to the middle.  
 

● When in doubt, use a setting that will let MORE light into the camera. It is better to 
overexpose your film than to underexpose (when not enough light gets in the camera). 
 

● Take multiple photos of the same scene and/or subject, using slightly different camera 
settings. This is called bracketing.  

○ Choose either aperture OR shutter speed to change each time.  
 

● Use your camera’s auto mode, or “Program (P)” mode for the first shot. 
Then, take a few more shots of the same subject in Manual (M) mode, and 
write down your settings on the provided chart.  

○ Use the SUNNY 16 CHART for the first shot in Manual mode 
○ Bracket the second shot in Manual mode by changing the shutter speed to 

a slower setting (instead of 1/500, try 1/250 or 1/125).  
■ Change the shutter speed by spinning the wheel next to the shutter 

button.  


